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INTRODUCTION. 
This BEVIEW contains a general summary of t h e  nieteoro- 

logical conditions which prevailed orer tlie Uuited States aid 
Cauda during Febriiary, 1885, based upon the reports from 
the  regular and voluuta,ry observers of the Signal Service aud 
from co-operating state weather services. 

Descriptions of the storms which occurred over the nort,h 
Atlautic ocean during tlie mouth are also given, :snd their ap- 
proximatme paths shown on chart i. 

The paths of the mnt,res of eleven at,mospherio depressions 
are shown on chart i., and iire described under 6 ‘  Are:is of low 
barometer ” j the average niiniber of rleprensionR for February 
clnring tlie last eleven years is twelve. The low area described 
iw niumber viii. was of 11n11St1il.l severity a,loug the Atlantic 
coast north of Virginia, and was accompanied by remarkably 
high tides, which, a t  uunierous points are reported to Iim-e 
been thc highest, known for inaiig years. 

The month was colder thaii the a,rera.ge in all districts east 
of the Rocky niountaius. 111 the lake region and centra.1 vd- 
leys the. memi teniperitures averaged from 10O to 1.5O below 
tlie nornial. I n  t,he central Mississippi aiid Oliio \-alleys, in 
the Gulf states, aud on t.he At.lautic comt south of New Eug- 
land tlie mean temperatures were the lowest t.11a.t 1i:i.ve occiirretl 
since the establiwhment of tlie Sigiial Service statious. The 
minirnmn tenipera.tnres occurring on the 10th R U C ~  11th during 
the previilence of Iiigh-areil number iii ., were reniarkablg low, 
imtl in niiiuerouw iiista,noes they are reported to  hi%^ been the 
lowest recorded in February clariug the period covered by 

The precipitation \FiW below the a,verage in nearly all parts 
of the couutry, t8he exceptions being the Florida peninsolit, 
Rio Grancle valley, the northern a.nd middle p1atea.11 districh, 
i i l ld  a few isol;rt8eil localities. 

Very severe snow-storms occurred i n  the iiortlieru aud mest- 
ern districts during the passage of low-areas v., vii., and riii. 
Railroads were. blooka~led and all kinds of txavel iiiterrupted. 

In t h e  iweperation of this REVIEW the following data,, 

Signal Service observ. rl. t.’ Ions. 

Register ;’, montlily reports from the New’ Engla.nd Meteoro- 
logical Society, and fmm the local weather services of Alabama, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana9, Louisiana, Minuesota, Missouri, 
Nebmska, Ohio? and Tennessee, and of tdie Central Pacific 
Railway Company ; trustworthy newspaper extracts ; md 
special reports. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSZJRE. 
[Expressed .irk .inches trrtrl  hiritclrcdihs.] 

Tlie distribution of mean atmospheric pressure lor February, 
lY85, det.ermiiied from the tri-daily telegraphic observations of 
t,he Signal Service, is ~ l i o w n  by tlie isoba,rmetric lines on 
chart ii. 

The regions of greatest mean pressure are inclosed by the 
the isobar for 30.2, and comprise parts of the northcrn and 
middle platean (lidricts, and e m a l l  area in i~ortliea~stern Mou- 
tann. Tlie uiem pi-essnre is least over New England and the’ 
Canadian maritime provinces, where tha baroinetric mea.ns 
clecresse to YJ.% ;ind below, t,lie lowest, 29.81, beiug reported 
from Sidney, Nova Scotia. The isobar for 30.1 extends from 
&Fanitoh sotith~ard to the lower Bio Granrle mlley, and 
thence northwestward near tlie Mexican bouuditry to the  coast 
ot’ sotittiern California; iu the f1istrictN to the east of it t he  
barometric means me lower and to the northward and west- 
wiirrl they are higher, except in nort,Iiern Washington Ter- 
ritory where tlie niean pressure fidls to 30.01 itt Ta-toosh Island. 
As compared with the meau pressure for the preceding 

month t,liere l i a ~  been a decrease in a’ll piarts of the United 
States, escept at Cape Mendocino, California,, and Fort Canby, 
Wiwliingt,on Territory, where a slight increase has occurred. 
In tlie Rocky mountain regious and in the northern districts 
to tlie eastward the decrease varies from .01 to .lo; in t h e  
middle Atlaiitic i ~ i d  Gnlf stnt.es, lower Missouri, centrnl Mis- 
sissippi, itIiIl Ohio valleys, and in Tennessee, from .LO to .15; 
in the wutli At.lantic stiit’es from .I5 to .It). 

The rlepartnres from the normd pressure for February are 
given in the table of miscellaneous meteorological data; they 
are also exhibited on chart iv. by lines connect.iug stations of 
equal departure. A r e r j  slight excess is shown in tlie cen- 
tral Rocky mountain districts, iii northern Cnlifornia and 
Routliern Oregon, tlie cleportures not esceeding .03. hi a11 
other districts the mean pressure is below the normal, the  de- 
ficiencies ranging from .01 to .07 west of the Mississippi ; tlie 
deficieucies are most marked along the Atlantic coast, where 


